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FISH HATCHERIES CREDITED FGR RECORD COLUMBIA RIVER SILVER SALMGN RUN 

The run of silver salmon into the lower Columbia River during 1964 was the 

largest since record keeping began at Bonneville Dam in 1938, the Department of 

the Interior announced today. The tremendous increase is largely due to improved 

operations at National and State fish hatcheries on the river and its tributaries, 

the Department added. 

The fish, averaging two pounds heavier than in previous years, surged up the 

Columbis River system to ancestral spewding grounds and to State and National 

hatcheries where many had been hatched and raised to migrant size. Sport and 

commercial fishermen in the area had an excellent year, with commercial landings 

of silvers alone exceeding one million pounds. 

State and National fish hatcheries reported record egg takes for hatching 

purposes and many adult fish were turned away from hatchery holding ponds to 

spawn naturally. 

Indications are that more nutritious diets for young fish and improved 
hatchery techniques have produced large, vigorous young salmon that are better 
able to survive the rigors of downstream migration and life in the Pacific Ocean. 
The national fish hatchery program in the Columbia River system is a joint effort 
of the Fish and Wildlife Service's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. 

Most of the natural spawning grounds for silver salmon in the Columbia River 
are below Bonneville Dam, but the large number of adult fish returning to 

I hatcheries above the dam proves that hatchery operations are making a major contri- 
bution to the runs, the Fish and Wildlife Service said. More than 50,000 silvers 
have passed through the Bonneville fishway this year. This is three times the 
number going through in 1941, the previous record year. 



Chinook salmon, largest of the Pacific salmon species, 'have also returned to 
the Columbia in great number s with more than 169,GOG fall chinock passing over 
Bonneville Dam, the greatest since 1959. 

State and National fish hatcheries on the lower Columbia have reported a 
much-better-than-average year with hatching troughs filled with chinook salmon 
eggs. The Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery in Washington collected approxi- 
mately 48 million eggs for hatching there and at other stations. 

Spring-run chinook salmon also appeared in great numbers, hatcheries in 
Washington and Oregon reporting heavy takes of eggs. 

The Carson National Fish Hatchery in Washington said 2,700 adult spring 
chinooks entered its holding ponds while thousands more spawned naturally. Excess 
numbers of spring chinook arriving at some State hatcheries were transported to 
other rivers to see if they would be able to find suitable spawning beds and 
reproduce there naturally. 

Remarkable returns of adult salmon point to the success of a joint under- 
taking on the Columbia and its tributaries through the Columbia River Fishery 
Development Program, the Department of the Interior commented. The States of 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho, and the Department's Fish and Wildlife Service are 
cooperating in efforts to maintafn and improve runs of valuable sport and 
commercial species of salmon. 
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